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" Sisters of Nazareth " and of " Prussian Deaconesses " are
also highly spoken of. The American missionaries are
also doing good work, aiming especially at practical
objects. The native Protestant community already
numbers several hundred families in Beyrut, where the
money flowing in from Great Britain and from beyond
the Atlantic has enabled them to build a handsome
church, besides supporting several schools and a printing
establishment.

Even in the Lebanon, Protestant views are making
rapid progress, notwithstanding the existence of some
good Eoman Catholic institutions. Of these, the most
noteworthy is the college of the Melchite Greeks, which
is admirably conducted, and already numbers several
hundred pupils. The Jesuit College at Ghazir is also
efficiently managed, and this is also true of the Lazarist
College at Antura. Both are exclusively French estab-
lishments, and as most of the young men of Beyrut
have been educated at one or other of them the French
language has become very general amongst the upper
classes. It has already almost entirely siiperseded
Italian, which prevailed in the last generation. '

In the year 1862 the district of the Lebanon was
detached from the vilayet of Damascus, and formed into
a separate pashalik, administered by a Christian governor
under the control of the European legations. But the
limits of tin's new government depart considerably from
the natural limits of Mount Lebanon, having been laid
down solely in accordance with the religious interests of
the people. Hence districts where the majority were
Muhammadans continue to form part of the Syrian pro-
vince, while all the Christian communities were included
in that of the Lebanon. But Tripoli, Beyrut, and Saida
(Sidon), the three most important seaports, were also
attached to Syria, so that the boundaries of the modern